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Background

The establishment of rigorous procedural 
safeguards for suspects and accused per-
sons in criminal proceedings is a primary 
guarantee of their fair trial rights and a 
major component of the European Union 
criminal law agenda. 

“Breaking the Barriers” strengthens 
procedural rights established in the EU 
‘Roadmap’ Directives, through the train-
ing of judges and prosecutors with limited 
participation in international trainings due 
to language barriers. The project promotes 
judicial cooperation and mutual learning 
among three EU Member States – Austria, 
Greece and Spain.

The project addresses specific concerns 
relating to gaps in judicial training in Europe, 
namely:

•	 the limited participation of justice 
professionals in trainings abroad their 
respective jurisdictions;

•	 the language barrier leading to limited 
participation in trainings conducted in 
English;

•	 the issue of double counting (participa-
tion of the same professionals in mul-
tiple trainings);

To tackle these issues effectively, “Break-
ing the Barriers” will employ interactive, 
experiential training methodology, empha-
sizing the target groups’ role as the primary 
implementers of EU law. 

Breaking the Barrier will:

•	 assess the training needs of judges and 
prosecutors in Greece, Spain and Austria

•	 design tailored, modern, practically ap-
plicable training materials, using new 
methods and new technologies

•	 train judicial trainers, who will act as 
multipliers 

•	 increase the number of judges and 
prosecutors trained in EU procedural 
rights in countries with low participa-
tion scores, by eliminating the language 
barrier

•	 train 120 judges and prosecutors in 
Greece, Spain and Austria, with so far 
limited participation in transnational 
trainings due to language barriers

•	 disseminate the results of the project in 
Greece, Spain, Austria and Brussels

Outcomes 

•	 12 judicial trainers trained to deliver 
trainings on EU procedural rights for 
suspects and accused persons

•	 120 judges and prosecutors trained in 
transnational trainings on procedural 
rights

•	 3 sets of training material for 
	 a) trainers, 
	 b) acting judges & prosecutors and 
	 c) trainee judges & prosecutors 

•	 Increased knowledge on procedural 
rights for an additional 120 persons, 
including multipliers, through dissemi-
nation events

The content of this publication represents the 
views of the authors only and is their sole re-
sponsibility. The European Commission does 
not accept any responsibility for use that may 
be made of the information it contains.
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